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Name:








Tailpipe Tally:

Enter your vehicle’s year, make, model, and annual miles driven below.

	Year
	Make
	Model
	Annual Miles 

	
	
	
	


Enter your MPG and annual outputs of greenhouse gases  for your vehicle in the space below. Enter the information for the other car comparisons (see list below) below that for your car.   Use the Kelly Blue Book Value website to find the price of each car.
	Vehicle
	MPG (City)
	MPG (Hwy)
	Greenhouse Gas
	EPA Score
	Price

	Your Vehicle
	
	
	
	
	

	2009 Toyota Prius
	
	
	
	
	

	2009 Ford Escape
	
	
	
	
	

	2009 Toyota Yaris
	
	
	
	
	


Analysis:

Vehicle Emissions:

Compare your vehicle to the selected vehicles. How did your vehicle compare? Did this surprise you?  

Given the prices of the cars, which one would be the best to buy?  Why?

 Asthma and Air Pollution:

You’ve seen that asthma affects large numbers of individuals, attacks can be induced by air pollutants, pollution may act to cause individuals to develop the disease, and asthma attacks are an extremely unpleasant event to endure.  You’ve also likely seen that your current vehicle emits more ozone-forming compounds than a gasoline-electric hybrid vehicle (Toyota Prius) and/or a typical compact car (Ford Focus).  So here’s the problem - you are, by choice, releasing more harmful pollutants into the atmosphere than if you were to drive these other vehicles for exactly the same distance.  These pollutants induce attacks in asthmatics, and may cause children and adults to develop asthma as a result of exposure to your pollution.  

Is it morally problematic for you to drive a vehicle that gets lower mileage (and hence releases more pollutants) than another vehicle when you are aware of the adverse impacts of your choice on others?  

You should address the question from a variety of viewpoints (ethical, scientific, philosophical, economic, etc).  Think about the question carefully before answering, and be sure to explain yourself fully.
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